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(as of 1/97):  OCRWM has not received a response from FRA, the issue has been raised to OCRWM management.

Initial meeting of Rail Issues Topic Group; TEC/WG members present Group with seven issues to review, including
inspection and enforcement authority pertaining to rail shipments. 

(as of 7/97):  In a May 29, 1997 letter to the FRA, OCRWM requested  a position on the rights of state and tribal
authorities to stop and inspect rail shipment, enforce state, tribal and/or Federal rail regulations, and requested
information on the roles and authority of FRA inspectors as compared to FRA certified state or tribal inspectors under
the State Participation Program, as well as independent state and tribal inspectors.

Rail Issues Topic Group convenes in Albuquerque; agrees to compile summary and comparison matrices related to
regulatory applicability and inspection issues.

(as of 11/97):  First drafts of Rail and Highway Regulations Relative to the Transportation of Radioactive
Materials and their Applicability to States, Tribes, Shippers, and Carriers (Matrix #1) and Comparison of CVSA
Recommended National Procedures and Out-of-Service Criteria for the Enhanced Safety Inspection of
Commercial Highway Vehicles Transporting Transuranics, Spent Nuclear Fuel, and High Level Waste to Rail
Inspection Standards (Matrix #2) completed by Rail Issues topic group.

(as of 12/97):   Rail Issues Topic Group member comments incorporated into draft regulatory and inspections
matrices; second drafts sent to TEC/WG participants for review in 30-day advance mailing with explanatory
coversheet.

(as of 1/98):   To date, OCRWM has received no response from the FRA.

Rail Issues topic group meets in Las Vegas; Group reviews and revises second drafts of matrices.  Group introduces
matrices to TEC/WG members with comment deadline of 3/1/98.

(as of 7/98):   OCRWM still expecting a response from the FRA.  The rights of Tribal authorities to stop and inspect
rail shipments will be addressed in the Tribal topic group.

TEC/WG comments on matrices incorporated.  Rail Issues Topic Group agrees to submit Matrix #1 for review of
“tribal applicability” section by Tribal topic group.  Rail group presents both matrices as “living documents” to
TEC/WG membership at July 1998 meeting.

(as of 01/99): FRA is working with its General Counsel to finalize letter addressing state and tribal authority to
stop and inspect rail shipments by December 1998.  Letter should be distributed to TEC/WG at Winter 1999 meeting
in Jacksonville.

The Rail topic group is developing a TEC/WG Transportation Safety Rail Companion, with the purpose of providing
summary information to TEC/WG members and participants concerning the approach used for the rail mode in
addressing a variety of transportation issues, objectives, approaches and procedures arising from the shipment of
DOE-owned radioactive materials.  It is anticipated upon conclusion of this task that the group will disband.

(as of 7/99):  FRA is in final stages of delivery of reply to OCRWM letter concerning state and tribal authority to stop
and inspect rail shipments.  Letter should be distributed to TEC/WG at Summer 1999 TEC/WG meeting in
Philadelphia.

The Rail topic group released version 1.0 of summary paper TEC/WG Transportation Safety WIPP-PIG Rail




